
We will 

Your Window Furnishings Specialists
Creative Blinds Toowoomba is a family owned and operated 
business that specialises in indoor and outdoor blinds, awnings, 
screens and shutters for your home or business. We offer:

• Free measure and quote / No job too big or small
• Whole House discounts / Automation is our speciality
• We custom make blinds, awnings, screens and shutters to suit your style and budget
• Personal and reliable service from inspiration to installation and beyond
• Servicing Toowoomba, Lockyer Valley and Darling Downs regions
• WE ALSO CLEAN AND REPAIR BLINDS

To arrange a free measure and quote or to discuss your window furnishing options, 
please call 07 4632 1255, visit our webpage or visit our showroom just behind Joyce Mayne.

183A Perth Street, Toowoomba | www.creativeblindstoowoomba.com.au
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Whilst the COVID-19
Restrictions 
continue,
Creative Blinds
 are here for 
   the long haul!

 

survive!
Customer orders keep Australian 
factories open for business 
and that has many knock on 
community benefits.
SHUTTER factories are back in 
production and welcoming new 
orders.

T 4632 1255 183A Perth Street, Toowoomba 

 www.creativeblindstoowoomba.com.au

Call us NOW for a free measure and quotation for 
any interior or exterior window/deck furnishing,
or visit our website for inspiration:

PS….our cleaning 
and repair staff 

are ready to 
assist tenants/
landlords and 
homeowners.

Your family owned Window Furnishings specialists, 
covering Toowoomba and the Darling Downs
 

STAY STRONG...
STAY SAFE... 
& LET’S BE THANKFUL 
FOR ALL THAT 
WE DO HAVE!

Allora Advertiser
Ph 4666 3089  E-Mail editor@alloraadvertiser.com 
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THIS ANZAC DAY LIGHT UP THE DAWN
ON ANZAC DAY HELP COMMEMORATE ALL THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED AND SACRIFICED

Because of the coronavirus 
restrictions there will be no local  

Anzac Services this year. 

When times are tough, Australians have 
always relied on the distinctive qualities of 
mateship, humour, ingenuity, courage and 
endurance to get us through. Known as the 
ANZAC Spirit, these fi ve qualities have defi ned 
Australians ever since the fi rst troops landed on 
the beaches of Gallipoli in World War I

Just imagine how special it would be if every 
Australian was standing in their driveway at 6am 
on ANZAC Day, united in spirit to remember all 
those who have served and sacrifi ced for the 
lifestyle we enjoy today. 

Lest we forget. 
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• Choice of Past
a

• Great Seafood dishes

• Tasty Bu
rgers

• Cof fee & Non-alcoho
lic 

Drinks

• Kids Menu

CafeCafe
ALLORA  R.S.L.

Allora RSL Café, Warwick St. 

OPEN -
9am - 1pm Monday to Sunday
5pm - 7pm Thursday to Sunday

Phone 4666 3542
or 0456 918 295
to pick up via the verandah

TAKE AWAYS

Letter to the Editor…

Dear Editor
Right now we are facing the most signifi cant challenge and 
threat to our way of life since the Second World War. The 
coronavirus pandemic has changed the way we live, and it will 
change how we observe one of our nation’s most sacred days 
this year — Anzac Day.
There will be no marches, no parades and no gunfi re 
breakfasts or games of two-up at your local RSL, but Anzac 
Day has not been cancelled and we will continue to pause this 
year to honour our servicemen and women.
Australians are at their best when we come together to 
support one another and while we cannot physically gather 
to commemorate the service and sacrifi ce of our Defence 
personnel, we can show them our respect.
Whether it’s a solitary driveway tribute, baking Anzac biscuits, 
a small ceremony with your household, sharing a message 
for our service personnel, or watching the televised service 
from the Australian War Memorial on the morning of 25 April, I 
encourage everyone to pause, refl ect and say a simple ‘thank 
you for your service’.
Teach your children about the importance of the day and the 
service of the original ANZACs as well as the service of the 
almost two million Australians who have served over more 
than a century.
Think of those who are currently serving, both in Australia and 
abroad.
And refl ect on the more than 102,000 who have died in wars, 
confl icts and peacekeeping operations whose names are 
inscribed on the walls of the Australian War Memorial.
Anzac Day is now more important than ever and we will 
remember them.

Lest we forget.

The Hon Darren Chester MP
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs and Defence Personnel

A SPRIG OF ROSEMARY
Anzac Traditions

Rosemary has been ass-
ociated with remembrance 
since ancient times, but its 
particular signifi cance to 
ANZAC Day dates back 
to World War I. Native to 
the seaside regions of the 
Mediterranean, rosemary 
grows wild on the slopes of 
the Gallipoli Peninsula.

Tradition has it that a 
wounded Digger brought 
home a small rosemary 
bush from ANZAC Cove, 
which was planted in 
the grounds of the Army 
Hospital at Keswick, South 
Australia. Cuttings from this 
original plant were taken 
and propagated in nurseries 
all over Australia, and sprigs 
of rosemary are worn to 
this day by attendees at 
ANZAC Day ceremonies as 
a fragrant reminder of the 
fallen.

THE ODE OF REMEMBRANCE
and loss for the service 
people who gave their lives 
during World War I, and in all 
confl icts since:

They shall grow not old,
as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, 
nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun 
and in the morning
We will remember them.

Less than two months 
after WWI was declared, with 
heavy casualties already 
being reported, English poet 
Laurence Binyon wrote For 
the Fallen.

Since 1921, the fourth 
stanza – known as The 
Ode – has become a central 
part of ANZAC ceremonies, 
encapsulating Australia’s 
collective sense of respect 

THE LAST POST
adopted in commemorative 
services to herald the 
service people who have 
gone to their fi nal rest.

At Dawn Services, the 
minute’s silence is broken by 
the Reveille – traditionally, 
the fi rst call of the day to 
wake sleeping soldiers.

There are few who can 
avoid a lump in their throat 
at haunting sound of a lone 
bugler sounding the Last 
Post.

The Last Post is 
traditionally the bugle call 
that signals the end of the 
working day, but it has been 

Anzac Day 2020
A message 
from David 
Littleproud 
MP, Federal 
Member for 
Maranoa -

Sadly, gatherings for 
Anzac Day are not per-
mitted this year. However 

I encourage you to com-
memorate in your own 
way - whether it’s a solitary 
driveway tribute, baking 
Anzac biscuits, or a small 
ceremony at your household 
to pause, refl ect and say a 
simple ‘thank you for your 
service’.

Mob | 0408 450 645

We are Locally Owned & OperatedWe are Locally Owned & Operated
Site visits by appointment onlySite visits by appointment only

  washed sand   bedding sand
  select fill   top soil
  loamy sand   pebbles
  machine hire
  large concrete retaining wall blocks

& Landscape 
SuppliesALLORA SANDS
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EFTPOS 
AVAILABLE

FREEDELIVERY

68 Herbert Street, Allora.  -  Aaron Vietheer

Ph 4666 3355 - 0428 627 107

This Week’s SpecialsThis Week’s Specials
Champagne Smoked Ham . $15.99 kg
Yearling Rump Steak ..... $26.99 kg
Lemon Chicken ............. $10.99 kg
Ox Tails .......................... $14.99 kg
2kg Bulk Buy Mince ....... $12.75 kg
2kg Bulk Buy Sausages $10.99 kg

(WHILE STOCKS LAST) 

www.allorabutchery.com.au

FRESH FISH AVAILABLE
ALLORA’S OWN WOOD SMOKED HAM AND 

BACON NOW AVAILABLE!

“The BEST Little Butcher Shop on the Downs”

Cr Ross Bartley 
appointed 

Deputy Mayor
The new look Southern 

Downs Regional Councillors 
have met for their fi rst Council 
Meeting to determine the 
new Deputy Mayor and 
discuss issues surrounding 
the transparency of future 
meetings.

Newly elected Mayor Vic 
Pennisi began the meeting 
by welcoming those present 
physically and digitally.

“This is a new beginning. 
A fresh start for the region 
and for all relationships. My 
door is open to all in our 
community and I am keen 
to hear from you and keen 
to understand what your 
frustrations are? When we 
are again allowed to safely 
do so, come and meet me 
and my fellow councillors 
face to face so we can 
work together on mature 
solutions. In the interim, 
send me an email or pick 
up the phone or we can 
arrange an internet video 
teleconference,” said Mayor 
Pennisi.

“The COVID19 Crisis we 
fi nd ourselves in will be a 
challenging time for all of us. 
The authorities ask that we 
stay in the state, stay in the 
region, stay in your suburb, 
stay at home. Leave your 
home only for food, medical 
and essential travel. We 
must be strong and together 
we will succeed.

“I am under no illusion 
the road ahead will be 
a little rocky. Together 
we will overcome any 
obstacles and rebuild our 
communities. What we have 
faced in recent times has 
demonstrated our resilience 
and it is this strength that 
inspires me to be better 
every single day. My sleeves 

have been rolled up for 
several years, serving this 
region, and I will continue to 
do this.”

During the special Post-
Election Council Meeting, 
Councillor Ross Bartley was 
appointed Deputy Mayor.

Deputy Mayor Ross 
Bartley thanked the 
mover, Councillor Cynthia 
McDonald, and seconder, 
Councillor Stephen Tancred, 
for their kind words of 
support.

“It’s a challenging role, 
no doubt about it. This is a 
role where you have to have 
absolute trust in your Mayor 
and fellow Councillors” said 
Councillor Ross Bartley.

“The community has 
invested in each of us with 
their votes, and for every 
investment there should be 
a positive return.

“This is our very fi rst test 
as Councillors and we need 
to ensure that the community 
feels their investment has 
been a wise one.”

Councillors voted to defer 
their decision on portfolios, 
pending further discussion.

Cr. Ross Bartley.

Hoons Caught In The Act
Two young men have 

been fi ned after police came 
across them breaking the 
law on Saturday night

Police were conducting a 
mobile patrol on the Hendon-
Victoria Hill Road near Talgai 
following ongoing reports of 
hooning in the area.

At about 9.30pm two 
vehicles were located doing 
burn-outs and skidding.

The driver of one vehicle 
lost control and ran off the 
road into a table drain.

The 19-years-old man 
from Allora was issued with 
an infringement notice for 
wilfully driving a vehicle 
causing unnecessary noise 
and smoke, which resulted 

in a fi ne of $427 and 2 
demerit points against his 
licence.

In addition, police im-
pounded his vehicle for 
90 days by seizing the 
registration plates.

The Allora man was 
also fi ned for breaching 
the COVID-19 legislation 
by being in a place without 
reason, attracting a further 
$1,334.50 fi ne.

The second driver, a 
20-years-old male from 
Warwick, was issued an 
infringement notice for 
driving without due care and 
attention and was also fi ned 
$1,334.50 for breaching the 
COVID-19 laws.

$500 Reward
A reward is now offered 

for the return of the Laura 
Geitz bronze netball.

It’s pretty small but 
slightly larger than a golf ball 
and has the indentation of a 
netball.

Keep an eye out when 
mowing as it could have 
been thrown over the fence 
into your yard.

The matter won’t be 
pursued if the netball is 
returned.

If you have any info-
rmation or know the where-
abouts please contact Perry 
Cronin on 0407 034 320.

Allora Police are cont-
inuing their investigation.
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CUT OUT AND KEEP

Coronavirus:
You must take action 
to save lives in  
your community.

OFFICIAL MEDICAL ADVICE

Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra

Stay at home unless absolutely necessary. Banks, supermarkets/groceries, petrol stations, 
medical services and suppliers will remain open. You must avoid non-essential travel.

You must stay 2 arms 
lengths away from others 
and wash your hands for 20 
seconds.

Exercise away from others.Gatherings of 2 people max 
are being enforced, with the 
exception of households, 
work and education.

If you can, work from home. Use phones for meetings and stop handshaking. 
Tap to pay where possible instead of using cash.
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Allora Grain & MillingAllora Grain & Milling

Quality Australian 
Grain and Seeds

— PHONE —
07 4666 3293

736 Dalrymple Creek Rd, 
Ellinthorpe  QLD  4362

All Plumbing, Gas Fitting & 
Drain Cleaning including:

Honest, Professional & Affordable

✓  Domestic & Commercial
✓  Hot Water Systems - Gas, 

Solar & Electric
✓  Burst Pipe Emergencies
✓  Sewerage, Septics & On-site 

Treatment Plants
✓ Blocked Drains
✓ Leaking Taps
✓  Roofi ng, Guttering & Rainwater Tanks
✓  Gas Appliance - Installation & Repairs
✓  Caravan Gas Certifi cates

Servicing the Southern Downs & Granite Belt Region

QBCC
1311 612

Contact Jordan on:
hens0023@gmail.com

0419 376 412

STUART BROWN
(Dealer Principal)

90 Mort Street TOOWOOMBA
T 0438 694 655  E stuart@elitemotorcycles.com.au

WEATHER FORECAST
Day Forecast Min/Max
WED Sunny. Warm. Dry. 14 28
THU Morning Clouds. Warm. 12 26
FRI High Level Clouds. Warm. 12 26
SAT Mostly Sunny. Mild. 13 25
SUN Morning Clouds. Warm. 12 26
MON Morning Clouds. Mild. 12 27

Allora AdvertiserAllora Advertiser
FREE ON-LINE 
Two choices - the popular print copy or
you can read your local paper on-line

www.alloraadvertiser.com

IN WARWICK –
Pick up your FREE copy of the Allora Advertiser at

 ☞ Hynes Newsagency

 ☞ Rose City Shopping Centre

 ☞ Helen Harm Real Estate

 ☞ Steele’s Bakery

Due to the Coronavirus the Allora Advertiser is no longer 
available at Restaurants and Cafes in Warwick.

Be aware - School is back!

Letters to the Editor…
Dear Editor,
Coming soon – the Oz-bat Epidemic
PM Morrison warns of health risks from China’s wet markets.
He should also check Wuhan virus labs. And cull fruit bats in 
Australia.
Many Australian towns and parks are infected by millions of 
messy, noisy fruit bats that can carry three viruses dangerous 
to animals and humans – Hendra-virus (fl u etc), Lyssa-virus 
(like rabies) and Nipah-virus (encephalitis).
These bats wear Green “Protected Species” badges, but 
unprotected humans are exposed to their noise, smell, 
droppings, virus dangers and damage to trees and orchards.
Do we want the next world plague to be called “The Oz-Bat 
Epidemic?
Viv Forbes, Washpool Qld

Dear Editor,
Living in the best little town on the Downs, kindness to each 
other will help us live out our time on this beautiful world. Even 
without the coronavirus scare, kindness makes life liveable.
Although I don’t have a computer, I’ve been made aware, 
unfortunately, of nastiness on the internet, right here in Allora.
In my experience, once the habit of gossip is allowed to 
fl ourish, it is almost impossible to eradicate, like khaki weed. I 
hope we can all get rid of the habit, if not the weed.
Yours faithfully,
Jane Jacoby, Allora
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Except for a time in the 
1990s when Olive Shooter 
took on the role of Research 
Offi cer, Colin has been 
Research Offi cer from 1987 
to today. Over the past few 
years, he has digitized all 
the family fi les. It is a work 
in progress with all the local 
history fi les to be done.

There is no doubt that 
many people who have 
researched their  family 
or local history appreciate 
the work that our Research 
Offi cers have done in 
collecting and  cataloguing 
the information held by the 
Allora and District Historical 
Society. A special thanks 

to Colin for his interest 
and dedication to the 
preservation of the district’s 
history.

The members of the 
society welcome inquiries on 
family and local information. 
In the near future we will 
set up a reading room for 
people who would like to 
peruse the vast collection 
of local history publications 
and published family 
history books. Contact our 
Research Offi cer or any 
member of the society for 
more information about cost 
of research and assistance 
available.

Historical researcher Colin Newport.

Looking Back…
Allora’s Past 25 years ago April 

1995

Schoolboy Cricketer
St. Patrick’s School student Andrew 
Pierce was selected as vice-captain of 
the Queensland primary schoolboy’s 
cricket team. Andrew hit a 60 and two 
40s and took best figures of 3-15 off 12 
overs in the State Championships in 
Rockhampton. He then made scores of 
54 and 53 for the Queensland primary 
schoolboy’s side. Andrew sees his 
selection in the Queensland emerging 
player’s squad as the first step in 
achieving his ambition of eventually 
making the Queensland Sheffield 
Shield side.

Allora’s Past 100 years ago April 
1920

Methodist Honour Roll
Sister A. Smith and Lieut. Lister Sturt 
are the two names which appeared on 
the top of the Allora Methodist Church 
honour roll which was unveiled in 
March 1920. It is not known if their 
paths ever crossed in the Middle East 
or France but they well might have. 
While Sister Ada Smith’s connection to 
the Allora district can be easily 
established, that of Lieut. Sturt remains 
a mystery.
Clifford Lister Sturt was born in Bulli, 
N.S.W. in 1893, the son of Dr. Clifton 
Sturt. He enlisted in the A.I.F. at 
Kensington, N.S.W. on the 29th August 
1914 and was assigned to the 3rd 

Infantry Battalion which was amongst 
the first Australian battalions to land at 
Gallipoli on the 25th April 1915. He was 
promoted to corporal, and wounded in 
action on the 29th May 1915. He was 
withdrawn to the 16th Stationary 
Hospital on Lemmos Island. Sister Ada 
Smith worked in the operating theatre 
at the 2nd Australian General Hospital 
in Cairo to which the serious cases 
from Lemmos were evacuated.
After recovery Corporal Sturt was 
returned to Gallipoli where he served 
until the Allied evacuation in December 
1915. He was promoted to sergeant in 
Egypt and sent with the 3rd Battalion to 
France and the Western Front in March 
1916. Clifford Sturt was promoted to 
lieutenant in December 1916 and 
Mentioned in Despatches in April 1917.
He was wounded in action for the 
second time with a gunshot wound to 
the jaw in April 1918 and withdrawn 
through the 15th British Casualty 
Clearing Station to England. Sister Ada 
Smith worked with the 2nd Australian 
C.C.S. close to the Front Line from 
1916 to 1918.
Lieutenant Sturt returned to France, 
and was awarded the Military Cross in 
August 1918 after taking charge of his 
company after his Commanding Officer 
was killed in action. After the Armistice 
in November 1918, Lieutenant Sturt 
was appointed to staff positions in 
England where he was married in 
November 1919.
Clifford Sturt was returned to Australia 
in January 1920, disembarking in 

Sydney on the 12th March. He was 
discharged from military service in the 
26th March 1920. The Welcome Home 
to the Methodist men and one woman 
from the Allora district took place on the 
31st March 1920. Lieutenant Sturt’s 
name appears on the honour roll that 
was unveiled that night. He wasn’t 
among the apologies so he must have 
been present, perhaps meeting up with 
Sister Ada Smith.
The only clue that we have to a possible 
Queensland connection is that in his 
military records he is listed as living at 
Nundah in Brisbane sometime after his 
return to Australia. In 1921 he advised 
military authorities that his new address 
was at Werris Creek in N.S.W. 

Colin Newport

Sister Ada Smith. Photo courtesy 
Heather Smith and Jillian Trethewey.

“Keeping Their Memory Alive”“Keeping Their Memory Alive”
Publication available from Allora & District 

Historical Society - Lyn Wright 0408 753 085
An informative read for just $20
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Varnishing the beautiful fl oorboards at the Family Research Centre are President Jim and members of the 
Allora Historical Society Colin, Ken and Dave.  Luckily this work was done before social distancing came 

in - wonder how their back and knees felt the next day?

New Space for Family Research at 53 Warwick Street
The fi rst stage of 

returning to the Shire Hall 
premises for the Allora and 
District Historical Society 
has  almost been completed.

Members appreciate the 
excellent workmanship of 
Rob Gilmore in making the 
shelving and new storage 
cupboards to display and 
store the vast collection of 
information fi les.  In fact 
Rob was only too pleased  
to carry out the work as 
his family history has been 
linked to the town of Allora 
for 150 years. Rob is the 
great great grandson of 
Alexander Cameron, Allora’s 
fi rst Town Clerk in 1869.  His 
great grandfather, Thomas 
Muir was Allora Mayor in 
the years 1907, 1908, 1912 
and Shire Chairman in 
1915, 1916, and 1921-1933. 
The Shire Hall was built 
during Thomas Muir’s time 
as Mayor.  Rob’s  mother’s 
lineage makes him the great 
great grandson of William 
John Thomas Neale, 
Chairman of the Allora Shire 
Council 1919-1920 and 
grandson of the Allora and 
District founding member 
Roy Neale. While working 
at the hall Rob pointed out 
his ancestors in the photo 
gallery of the mayors and 
councillors lining the upstairs 
walls of the building. 

The research centre is 
now set up in the former 
offi ce of the Shire Hall. Roy 

Neale was the Research 
Offi cer of the Allora and 
District Historical Society 
from its formation in 1969 
to his death in 1987. During 
that time, Roy collected 
a large amount of local 
history documents and 
stories. At the start, he sent 

questionnaires to contacts 
that he knew from all the 
old families and got their 
family history. In the 1970s, 
Roy got hold of old copies 
of the “Allora Guardian” 
newspapers 1888-1934. 
He spent countless hours 
going through the papers 
and writing information on 
thousands of bits of scrap 
paper. He started to make 
up fi les with the bits of hand 
written scraps.

Colin Newport took over 
in the role of Research 
Offi cer on Roy’s death. Colin 
too spent hours of his time 
to creating  the local and 
family history fi les that we 
have today. He photocopied 
the “Allora Guardian” 
newspaper articles, cut 
out the various items and 
glued them onto A4 paper. 
He sorted Roy’s notes and 
updated his fi les.

New shelving installed in the research centre at the former Shire Hall on corner of Forde & Warwick Streets, Allora.



AFFORDABLE PRECISION AERIAL APPLICATION

dc@dronecommander.com.au        
www.dronecommander.com.au          
Facebook.com/dronecommander

Call Roger to dicuss Lantana management options 
Roger Woods BSc 0400 283 319 POLARIS RANGER - GROUND BASED HIGH VOLUME SPRAYING ALSO AVAILABLE

LANTANA 
INFESTATION?
WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!
DRONE COMMANDER ARE EXPERTS AT KILLING DIFFICULT LANTANA

TAKING CROP CONTROL 
TO NEW HEIGHTS  

Aviation has always been a passion for Roger 
Woods, but his new venture is forging a pathway 
for the future of crop control in the region. 

In the two years Mr Woods has been operating as 
Drone Commander, he has seen demand for his service 
skyrocket, with more people seeking an alternative 
method of spraying crops and planting seeds.

Mr Woods owns a property between Cambooya and 
Greenmount and uses his own farm as a guinea pig 
for trying new methods, meaning he is able to make 
advancements much faster. 

“A lot of people just can’t really conceptualise what this 
thing is and what it can do,” Mr Woods said.
“Some people have the initial impression that it’s just a 
backpack sprayer but it’s not.
“It’s a precision agricultural spraying implement that will 
put the right amount of product in the right place and 
have the effect that the product is designed to give.”

It’s this precision that makes the work Drone 
Commander does so popular, with the spraying drone 
achieving an accuracy of plus or minus 2cm from a 
height of up to five metres. 

This is further complemented by the spreading drone 
that can accurately deliver granular products in a wide 
range on environments.

This was demonstrated at a property Mr Woods was 
in the process of working on in Ramsay, a hotspot for 
lantana infestation.

He says spraying and reducing this pest can be 
extremely beneficial, especially after the recent 
devastating fire season. 

“Outside of having a drone, I think history demonstrates 
that lantana is a very difficult weed to get rid of,” he 
said.

“This area around here is just absolutely infested with 
it but as I have demonstrated, a little bit of concerted 
effort with the drone and you can clear it.
“We’ve got the right nozzles, the right chemicals and 
the right techniques to absolutely wipe it out,” he said.

This same concerted effort makes it possible to 
navigate difficult terrain that would normally be unable 
to reached using conventional methods. 

“The big benefit is you don’t have to drive over the 
surface,” he said.

“If the surface is wet or there’s something on the 
surface you don’t want to damage then the drone is a 
good option for that.  

“The second thing is in environments where its 
extremely steep and there’s lots of rocks and dead 
wood, the drone can fly over the top of it whereas 

   

using anything ground-based is going to be highly 
challenging and in some instances, dangerous.”

The variation of benefits make drone use an 
effective tool anywhere from residential yards to 
broadacre crops.

“We have had clients ring up with a weed pest 
problem that we’ve never dealt with before and 
we’ve been able to come up with a way to treat it.”   
“Don’t be afraid to ring up and ask us, the quicker 
you get in, the quicker we can get the job done and 
the cheaper it will be for you,” Mr Woods said.

It’s now a matter of sustainability for the work  
Mr Woods does, with demand proving this service  
will be here to stay. 

With more staff being trained, more drones being 
purchased and more methods being advanced, 
Drone Commander is preparing to expand well into 
the future. 

“There will eventually be more people using these 
things and we want to lead the industry and set a 
high standard for how this happens,” Roger Woods 
said.“The critical thing in the spraying industry is no  
off-target damage so you don’t injure or kill anything  
that you didn’t mean to. 

“We put a lot of effort into making sure that we don’t 
have any mishaps in that sort of field.”

The spreading drone can hold seed, fertiliser or granules of 
whatever description, making it effective for a variety of uses.
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for the future of crop control in the region. 

In the two years Mr Woods has been operating as 
Drone Commander, he has seen demand for his service 
skyrocket, with more people seeking an alternative 
method of spraying crops and planting seeds.

Mr Woods owns a property between Cambooya and 
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for trying new methods, meaning he is able to make 
advancements much faster. 

“A lot of people just can’t really conceptualise what this 
thing is and what it can do,” Mr Woods said.
“Some people have the initial impression that it’s just a 
backpack sprayer but it’s not.
“It’s a precision agricultural spraying implement that will 
put the right amount of product in the right place and 
have the effect that the product is designed to give.”

It’s this precision that makes the work Drone 
Commander does so popular, with the spraying drone 
achieving an accuracy of plus or minus 2cm from a 
height of up to five metres. 

This is further complemented by the spreading drone 
that can accurately deliver granular products in a wide 
range on environments.

This was demonstrated at a property Mr Woods was 
in the process of working on in Ramsay, a hotspot for 
lantana infestation.

He says spraying and reducing this pest can be 
extremely beneficial, especially after the recent 
devastating fire season. 

“Outside of having a drone, I think history demonstrates 
that lantana is a very difficult weed to get rid of,” he 
said.

“This area around here is just absolutely infested with 
it but as I have demonstrated, a little bit of concerted 
effort with the drone and you can clear it.
“We’ve got the right nozzles, the right chemicals and 
the right techniques to absolutely wipe it out,” he said.

This same concerted effort makes it possible to 
navigate difficult terrain that would normally be unable 
to reached using conventional methods. 

“The big benefit is you don’t have to drive over the 
surface,” he said.

“If the surface is wet or there’s something on the 
surface you don’t want to damage then the drone is a 
good option for that.  

“The second thing is in environments where its 
extremely steep and there’s lots of rocks and dead 
wood, the drone can fly over the top of it whereas 

   

using anything ground-based is going to be highly 
challenging and in some instances, dangerous.”

The variation of benefits make drone use an 
effective tool anywhere from residential yards to 
broadacre crops.

“We have had clients ring up with a weed pest 
problem that we’ve never dealt with before and 
we’ve been able to come up with a way to treat it.”   
“Don’t be afraid to ring up and ask us, the quicker 
you get in, the quicker we can get the job done and 
the cheaper it will be for you,” Mr Woods said.

It’s now a matter of sustainability for the work  
Mr Woods does, with demand proving this service  
will be here to stay. 

With more staff being trained, more drones being 
purchased and more methods being advanced, 
Drone Commander is preparing to expand well into 
the future. 

“There will eventually be more people using these 
things and we want to lead the industry and set a 
high standard for how this happens,” Roger Woods 
said.“The critical thing in the spraying industry is no  
off-target damage so you don’t injure or kill anything  
that you didn’t mean to. 

“We put a lot of effort into making sure that we don’t 
have any mishaps in that sort of field.”

The spreading drone can hold seed, fertiliser or granules of 
whatever description, making it effective for a variety of uses.
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Stock up on hay now 
That’s what local prod-

ucers are saying, with a 
price rise expected in the 
coming months.

It comes after a turbulent 
12 months, with hay prices 
only recently regressing to 
the mean thanks to heavy 
rainfall at the start of the  
year.

James Tweddell from 
Allora Downs, a local hay 
contractor, said although the 
low prices have made hay 
one less thing for farmers 
to worry about during the  
COVID-19 crisis, they may 
not stick around for much  
longer.

“Only a few months  ago, 
prices for hay were  just 
ridiculous, and we  were 
seeing round bales of cereal 
hay selling for in excess of 
$200 a bale,” he said.

“Prices in many cases  
have dropped more than 
50 per cent in line with an 
increase in supply. 

“That said, there is not a  
huge amount of hay being 
made, so the concern is  that 
as winter arrives,  prices will 
increase quite a bit as feed 
in paddocks falls  away.”

Agribusiness has been 
deemed an essential service 
and will continue no matter 

what during these uncertain 
times.

What Mr Tweddell is 
uncertain about however is 
future rainfall. 

“Extended lock downs 
will cause fi nancial pressure 
for many, and some  smaller 
farmers or people with only 
a few head of cattle/horses 
may sell them to save on 
feeding costs,” he said.

“Our bigger concern 
regarding hay supply is that 
if we do not get good rainfall 
over winter there will not  be 
enough hay available locally 
again, as there is nowhere 
near enough hay being 
made currently. 

“We here at Allora Downs 
are making as much hay as 
possible currently to allow 
people to stock up before 
winter at good prices. 

“But as winter prog-
resses, growers will want 
more for their hay and we 
will have to look further afi eld 
to fi nd hay, increasing costs 
of production and therefore 
price. 

“My advice to people 
considering their hay re-
quirements for the next  6 
months is to stock up now if 
they can, as prices will rise 
in the coming months.”

Australia’s food security not in question
The latest report by 

Australia’s Bureau of 
Agricultural and Resource 
Economics and Science 
(ABARES) has confi rmed 
Australia has one of the 
most secure food supplies in 
the world and is not at risk 
because of COVID-19.

“Australia will always 
have enough food. We 
produce far more food than 
we consume. COVID- 19 
does not change that,” 
Minister for Agriculture, 
Drought and Emergency 
Management David Little-
proud said.

“We remain a net 
exporter of food. We export 
70 per cent of our agricultural 
production.

“In terms of specifi c 
commodities – that’s 76 per 
cent of our beef and veal, 
71 per cent of our wheat 
and 41 per cent of our dairy 
products being exported.

“A surge in demand had 

an impact on the availability 
of some of our favourite 
products on supermarket 
shelves. Shoppers were 
stockpiling and supply 
chains had to adjust.

“This is not an indication 
of food shortages.

“I’m glad to see the 
disruption is abating and 
ABARES report leaves no 
room for alarm.

“Ensuring Australia’s 
food security is one of the 
government’s top priorities. 
It’s a key part of $320 billion 
of measures to deal with the 
impacts of COVID-19.

“We’ll continue working 
with the agricultural sector 
to carry on with the job of 
feeding Australia.

“Even through drought 
and bushfi res, the value 
of Australia’s agriculture 
continues to grow because 
of our farming expertise and 
resilience.
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BOER WAR SERVICEMEN
 CHARLES DEACON 

Charles Edwin (Charlie) 
Deacon was born in Allora 
on the 15th January 1878, 
the son of William and Ann 
Amelia Deacon (nee Bray). 
Charles was the youngest 
of the fi ve Deacon 
children and attended 
the Allora State School. 
He is recorded as having 
completed his education 
at the Brisbane Grammar 
School. As well as the 
general store, William 
Deacon had several blocks 
of land in the Allora district. 
On his application to join the 
3rd Queensland Contingent 
on the 29th January 1900 
Charles Deacon lists 
himself as a “bushman”.

William Deacon opened 
a new general store 
between the Q.N. Bank and 
the School of Arts in 1890. In 
1900 the store operated as 
“W. Deacon and Son”, the 
son was probably Hubert 
the second son, Charles 
being in South Africa at that 
time. Charles was given a 
farewell social in Copelin’s 
Hall on the 1st February 
1900. Two of the speakers 
were Arthur Exley, a fellow 
Church of England Sunday 
School teacher and Private 
Andrew Gordon who spoke 
on behalf of his fellow 
members of G Company, 
Queensland Mounted Inf-
antry.

Private Charles Deacon 
was assigned to the 3rd 
Queensland Contingent 
and promoted to the 
rank of corporal on the 
22nd February 1900. 
The Contingent departed 
Pinkenba in Brisbane on the 
1st March on the “Duke of 
Portland”. Charles Deacon 
was involved in operations 
in Rhodesia from the 26th 
April to the 25th May 1900 
before taking part in the 
“Relief of Mafeking”.  He 
was in action in Transvaal 
from 3rd June 1900 to 31st 

Medal. Hubert and 
Charles Deacon took 
over the general 
store of Deacon & 
Son in March 1903 
and traded as H. & 
C. Deacon, Store-
keepers, Produce and 
Machinery Merchants. 
The general store 
stock was sold in April 
1904 and they traded 
as H. & C. Deacon, 
Auctioneers and 
Commission Agents.

Charles retained 
his involvement in 
the military and in 
February 1904 he was 
promoted to Lieutenant in 
the 14th Australian Light 
Horse Regiment. He was 
pro-moted to Captain 
in 1909, Major in 1912 
and in February 1916 
to Lieutenant Colonel in 
command of an A.I.F. Light 
Horse Regiment.

On the 24th June 
1908 a smoke concert 
was given to Lieutenant 
Charles Deacon, O.C. 
No 2 Squadron, 14th 
A.L.H. on his approaching 
marriage. Charles married 
Elizabeth Anne “Bessie” 
Burge in St. David’s 
Church on the 1st July 
1908. Bessie was a sister 
of Private Joseph Burge 
who served in South Africa 
with the 1st Queensland 
Contingent. Both Charles 
and Joseph served on 
the Allora Fallen Soldiers 
Memorial Committee. 
Charles and Bessie’s only 
child, Marjorie St. George 
Deacon was born on the 
23rd April 1910. The fi rm of 
Deacon & Co., Auctioneers 
and Commission Agents 
had been registered on the 
29th August 1907. Charles 
Deacon left the fi rm in 
February 1914 to take up a 
position of a Federal Land 
Tax valuer.

Following his promotion 

January 1901 including 
action at Rhenocher Kop 
and Elands River. He 
had been promoted to 
the rank of sergeant on 
the 10th December 1900. 
He was on operations in 
the Orange River Colony 
from the 2nd to the 20th 
March 1901 and in the 
Cape Colony from the 2nd 
February to the 1st March 
1901. He was awarded 
the Queen’s Medal with 
fi ve clasps (Rhodesia, 
Orange Free State, Relief 
of Mafeking, Transvaal 
and 1901 clasp) and the 
Colonial Auxiliary Forces 
Offi cer’s Decoration.

The 3rd Queensland 
Contingent left South 
Africa on the “Morayshire” 
on the 9th May 1901 and 
landed in Sydney on the 
7th June, travelling by 
train to Brisbane. The unit 
was disbanded on the 21st 
June. Sergeant Charles 
Deacon and Private George 
Nicholson were met at the 
Allora railway station on the 
25th June by the Mayor Ald 
J. C. Kennedy and invited 
to a public social in the 
Protestant Hall that evening 
where they were presented 
with gold medals (Charles 
Deacon’s medal is now in 
the Allora Historical Society 
museum)

By December 1901 
Charles Deacon was 
advertising produce for 
sale and on the 24th May 
1902 he advertised himself 
as “C. E. Deacon Produce 
Merchant & Commission 
Agent”. The business 
was being managed by 
his brother Hubert while 
he was in London as one 
of 17 Queenslanders 
picked to represent the 
Commonwealth military 
forces at the coronation of 
King Edward VII. For this 
he was awarded the King 
Edward VII Coronation 

to Lieutenant Colonel 
in command of the 15th 
Light Horse Regiment on 
the 10th February 1916, 
Charles’ A.I.F. career was 
to last only 56 days before 
the appointment was 
terminated on the 17th 
March 1916. It is believed 
that following the death 
of her brother Lieutenant 
Joseph Burge at Gallipoli 
in 1915, Bessie would not 
allow Charles to be sent 
overseas with the A.I.F. 
Charles commanded the 
11th Darling Downs Light 
Horse Militia Regiment 
until 1st January 1919 
when he was placed on the 
Unattached List. He was 
transferred to the Reserve 
of Offi cers in 1924 and 
placed on the Retired List 
in 1938. He worked as a 
Reporting Offi cer at Victoria 
Barracks in Brisbane during 
WWII.

As well as his work 
as a valuer, Charles had 
a small grain farm called 
“St. Crispins” close to 
Allora and he, Bessie and 
Marjorie lived at 29 South 
Street Allora. He was a 
keen sportsman playing 
cricket, tennis and golf. He 
died on the 5th May 1957 at 
the age of 79 and is buried 
in the Allora cemetery.

Private Charles Deacon 3rd Queensland 
Mounted Infantry.
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Two photos taken recently in the Talgai area of a 
koala which was drinking from puddles on the 

road after a shower of rain.
Photos courtesy John Cowley

Happy Snaps from Around the Region

“The Famous Allora Sunset” Over the Mary Poppins House.
Photo courtesy Les Struthers

This goanna shakes its head from side to side as it drinks on a property 
outside Allora. Photo courtesy Karen McKechnie
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SUDOKU

Solution in classifieds section

CREATIVE CORNER

SCIENCE TRIVIA QUIZ
1.  The numbers 1, 3, 6, 10, 15, 21 … form a famous 

sequence, but what is it called? Is it a) the square 
numbers, b) the triangular numbers, c) the Fibonacci 
sequence, or d) the seven times table?

2.  You can fi nd astroblemes at Vredefort, Chicxulub 
and Wolfe Creek, but what exactly are astroblemes? 
Are they a) impact craters, b) particle accelerators, c) 
grassy marshes, or d) burial mounds?

3.  What is the scientifi c name for cows? Is it a) Felis catus, 
b) Bos taurus, c) Ovis aries, or c) Canis lupus?

4.  What do you call an animal that is only active during the 
daytime? Is it a) nocturnal, b) diurnal, c) crepuscular, or 
d) cathemeral?

5.  CSIRO’s Australian Animal Health Laboratory just got 
a new name – but what is it? Is it a) the Australian 
Centre for Disease Preparedness, b) the Coronavirus 
Science Secure Infection Offi ce, or c) the National Open 
Pathogen Experiment?

Answers in Classifi eds pages
Originally published in Science by Email. For more CSIRO Double Helix science 

visit doublehelix.csiro.au or call 02 6276 6643.

BAD 
JOKE 

OF THE 
WEEK

Recovering from 
an operation in a 
country hospital, 
the local farmer 

asked by why the 
blinds were drawn.
“Well”, explained 

the doctor “there’s 
a bushfi re outside 
and I didn’t want 

you to wake up and 
think the operation 

had failed”.

TODAY’S QUOTE
“The man who has no imagination has no wings.” - 

Muhammad Ali

COLOURING FUN
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• SERVICES •

• PUBLIC NOTICES •

• CHURCH NOTICES •

ADVERTISER CLASSIFIEDS Phone 07 4666 3089
Email editor@alloraadvertiser.com

1.  b) The triangular 
numbers are made by 
adding the counting 

• SOLUTIONS •

SUDOKU SOLUTION

DOUBLE HELIX QUIZ ANSWERS

• ANNOUNCEMENTS •

ALLORA GOLF ALLORA GOLF 
COURSE IS COURSE IS 
OPEN FOR OPEN FOR 

PLAYPLAY
Conditions apply

Competition golf -
Fridays & Sundays.
Social golf anytime -
Kids can play FREE.

Phone John 0427 425 256

 Servicing all areas from Toowoomba to Stanthorpe

ELECTRICIANSELECTRICIANS
 G.J. BELL ELECTRICAL Lic. No. 4508

 

0 41 8  7 2 8  3 410 41 8  7 2 8  3 41

● L.E.D. Lighting
● Bath Heater-Fan-Lights
● New Switchboards
● Extra Lights & Power Points
● Complete Rewiring

FOR FREE QUOTES CALL

GRAHAMGRAHAM

● Shed Wiring
● Underground Wiring
● Security Lighting
● Exhaust Fans
● Hot Water Repairs

★★★ CEILING FANS ★★★
We supply & install Quality Ceiling 
Fans with 3 year in-home warranty

★★★ SMOKE ALARMS ★★★
We supply & install Quality Smoke 

Alarms with 5 year in-home warranty

• ELECTRICIANS •

0407 500 677
willyswiring@gmail.com
Willy’s Wiring Pty Ltd

Renovations & new homes • Test and tag
Air conditioning • Ceiling & exhaust fans
Lighting solutions • Smoke alarms
Switch boards • Data installations
TV antennas • Undergrounds LICENCE NO: 82162

WATER BORESWATER BORES
Stock, Domestic and Irrigation supply bores.

“The Water Drillers”

Call Sam Darr 0400 746 329Call Sam Darr 0400 746 329

DARR DRILLING Pty Ltd

The Catholic Community of
ST. PATRICK’S, ALLORA

All Regular Public Masses are suspended until 1 May 
2020.

For information on Baptism, Weddings, Funerals and other church 
enquiries, phone 4666 3377.

St Patrick’s Parish School (Prep - Yr. 6), enquiries 4666 3551.

Scots Presbyterian Church - Allora
12 Jubb Street, Allora

All Sunday Services/Sunday School and Wednesday Bible 
Study are suspended until further notice

MEN’S BREAKFAST - To ensure the health of our many 
valued visitors, we have CANCELLED the Breakfasts until 
further notice.  We will advertise when they recommence.

Enquiries to Pastor Elton Wiltshire 4666 3743
A Warm Welcome to ALL.

Happy Birthday Grandpa

Love from Lewis, Marty, Jonte and Dustyn,Love from Lewis, Marty, Jonte and Dustyn,
Sophie, Chelsea, Ella and Charlotte.Sophie, Chelsea, Ella and Charlotte.

65  TODAY!65  TODAY!

Thank You…
The family of Malcolm Lester would like to thank the Doctors 
and Nurses at The Clifton Hospital for their kindness and care 
of Malcolm while he was a patient. Also thanks to everyone for 
their sympathy cards and phone calls. Please accept this as 
personal.

Birth Notice -
WILLIAMS - Ross and Cassie welcome with love 
a baby girl, KODI BRIANNA born Wednesday 
8/4/2020, 6 lb 15 oz.
Little sister for Molly, Mahailia, Leo and Kaiden. 
Another granddaughter for Perry and Lyn Cronin. 

numbers together 1 + 2 + 
3 + 4 …

2.  a) Astroblemes are 
impact craters. The name 
means ‘star wound’.

3.  b) Bos taurus is the 
scientific name for 
domesticated cows.

4.  b) Diurnal animals are 
active during the day.

5.  a) The Australian Animal 
Health Laboratory is now 
known as the Australian 
Centre for Disease 
Preparedness.
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• TRADES & SERVICES •

• BUSINESSES •

LOCAL BUSINESSES & TRADERS PHONE 4666 3089
EMAIL editor@alloraadvertiser.com

• AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES •

47 Herbert Street, Allora
For any enquiries or bookings for tyres or 
service please contact Anne or Richard on

ALLORA & DISTRICT TYRES Pty. Ltd.

ON FARM 
SERVICE 

AVAILABLE

ALLORA INDEPENDENT STEELALLORA INDEPENDENT STEEL
Barron Street, Hendon, M/S 765, Allora.

Phone 4666 3502
For all your Steel Requirements.

Call in and get a quote on your next job.
For Pipe, Panels, Posts and Gutter and Barge 

for the shed, we have it all in stock.

• Automotive repairs to all vehicles  • Fully equipped workshop
• Air-con & Electrical  • Scan tool & EFI diagnostics

• Approved inspection station - Mobile AIS
- HVRAS approved   • Vehicle modifi cations

4 King St., Clifton  -  P: 4697 3276  F: 4697 3331

• Bobcat & 7 Tonne Tipper   • 4 in 1 Bucket
• Post Hole Digger   • 3½ Tonne Excavator
• House Foundations   • All Earthworks
• Clean Ups  • Driveways  • Trench Digger

KEYS EARTHMOVING
Jess KeysJess Keys

Experienced 
Owner 
Operator

0421 239 2220421 239 222

12 years fencing experience
BASED AT CAMBOOYA

CALL ROB
0428 521 412

Specialising in:

 •  All types of rural fencing  • Post and Rail
 •  Cattle and horse yards/shelters
 •  Residential
 •  Steel and timber
 •  Property entrances

STEELE RUDD
24 Hr Towing

 • Accident & Breakdown
 • Qld Tpt Dept Licenced
 • All Insurance Companies
 • Local & Interstate
 • Machinery Transport
 • Container Transport
 • On Site Container Storage

Bob Malone
M: 0458 963 222

✔ Plumbing, Drainage & Gas Installations
✔ New Homes, Maintenance & Emergency Work

Servicing:  Allora, Clifton, Warwick, Greenmount, 
Toowoomba and surrounding areas

QBCC 1198291 Domestic & 
Commercial.
Competitive 

Rates.

PLUMBOWE
Plumbing and Gas Installations

PTY.
LTD.

CALL GREG BOWE 0407 651 831  -  Email plumbowe@hotmail.com

ALLORA BUILDING & LANDSCAPING
PROJECT WORK & NEW HOUSES
• Bobcat Hire  • Post Holes

• Small Tip Truck  • Trencher
Mob 0417 784 185

Richard Kyle 
- Builder

QBCC 24838

email rkyle8@hotmail.com
www.allorabuildinglandscaping.com

07 4666 339707 4666 3397

• Auto Electrical
• Logbook Servicing
• Wheel Alignments
• Safety Certificates

• Air Conditioning
• All Mechanical Repairs

13 Drayton Street
Allora Qld 4362

STEELE RUDD

Shipping
Container

Hire
& Sales

0428 198 992

• Commercial/Industrial Projects
• Rural/Domestic Projects

• Green Energy - Solar,                                           
Battery storage and more

• Generator Installations and Repairs
• Service and Maintenance

• Safety Switch & Emergency lighting tests            
and upgrades

• Fault finding and repairs
• Motors and pumps

T 0407 971 018
E chgittins@gmail.com                                
    C-H-Gittins-Electrical

LIC: 85819
CEC: A7852871

ABN: 92 778 605 292

Your local bloke

• TRADES & SERVICES •

COPY
DEADLINES

PLEASE NOTE -  
Deadlines for

The Allora 
Advertiser

Display Advertising - 
1.00pm Monday

Classifieds Advertising -
5.00pm Monday

Editorial -
5.00pm Monday

These deadlines enable 
us to bring you a full 
colour, bigger Allora 

Advertiser each week!

GUESS WHAT WE DO ??
✔ Commercial print jobs    ✔ Forms    
✔ Invoice Books  ✔ Business Cards    
✔ Specialty Cards    ✔ Envelopes    

✔ Rubber Stamps    ✔ Flyers    ✔ Score Cards
…and even print a Newspaper!

The Allora Advertiser
53 Herbert Street - Phone 4666 3089
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E
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y.Friendly.Banking

Assured returns in these 
uncertain times

www.wcu.com.au1300 724 433
Interest rate correct as of 17/04/2020. *Interest rate is based on $5,000+ for 5 months interest annually or at maturity. **Interest rate is based on $5,000+ for 11 months interest annually or at maturity. For amounts of $5,000 or more and at the 
Credit Union’s option, more frequent interest payment options are available at a rate below the standard quoted rates; interest paid monthly 0.15% reduction, quarterly 0.10% reduction, 6 monthly 0.05% reduction. Requests for early redemption will be 
considered. Interest reduction of 2% applies. Warwick Credit Union Ltd ABN 98 087 651 116. Trading as Warwick Credit Union, Gympie Credit Union and Dalby Credit Union, AFSL and Australian credit licence 240556.

5 months 
1.80

*p.a

11 months 
1.90

**p.a

Allora Golf Club Notes
Percy’s Fruit Duck Run 

was held last Friday with the 
winner John Ellwood scoring 
a pretty solid 24 points from 
Jim Anderson on 22 points. 
Pin shot on the 7th was won 
by Rod with a 7 iron that 
was so good it was almost 
a hole-in-one (see photo). 
Approach on the 3rd went 
to Roy Boy and Kev won the 
long putt on the 5th. Whit 
won a ball in the rundown.

A solid fi eld of 16 players 
fought out the Monthly 

Medal on Sunday. Our 
struggling B Grader Rod 
Simpson won the day for the 
second week in a row with 
a 66 net. Runner up on 67 
net was John Ellwood on a 
count-back from reigning 
Club Champ Kev.  Pin shots 
went to Moba (2/11); Keiran 
(4/13); Kev (5/14 and 8/17) 
and Aaron (7/16).

Percy’s Fruit Duck Run 
as usual this Friday and 
Sunday will be the Allora 
Butchery Two Person 
Ambrose. Good golfi ng to 
you all.

Moving or having a clean out?

FREE PACKINGFREE PACKING
BOXESBOXES
 -  size approximately A4 and 

A3 available

 -  collect from Allora Advertiser offi ce


